APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR GENERATING RF SIGNAL 
AND CONTROL SIGNALS IN OPTICAL DISC SYSTEM 



5 BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to an optical disc system, and more particularly, to 

an apparatus and method for generating a radio frequency (RF) signal and control 

signals in an optical disc system. 
10 2. Description of the Related Art 

N As the information age develops, data transmission speed and the volume of 

5 information transmitted progressively increase. One method for storing such 

information is a magnetic method, which is considered a contact method. Another 
O method is an optical method. However, for convenience and mobility of storage media, 
El an optical storing system is favored over a magnetic disc. In a method for 
U implementing an optical storing system, compact discs (CDs) and digital versatile discs 
HI (DVDs) have been developed. In a system for storing or restoring data using an 

Fi 'i 

u optical disc, the amount of light reflected from the surface of a disc is varied by 

I! manipulating the surface of the disc and projecting a laser onto the surface of the disc. 

s y 

20 In an optical disc restoring system, the quantity of light reflected from the disc is 

converted into an electrical signal. The electrical signal is then restored into an analog 
signal having the same intensity. In order to sense the quantity of light reflected from 
the disc, a photodiode is used as a light receiving element, and the amount of current 
flowing through the photodiode varies according to the amount of light sensed. 

25 Depending on the kind of system, four diodes, refereed to as A, B, C, and D, to six 
photodiodes, referred to as A, B, C, D, E, and F, are typically used. 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a conventional apparatus for generating a radio 
frequency (RF) signal and control signals in an optical disc system. The apparatus 
includes a RF summing & automatic gain control (AGC) unit 100, a RF equalizer 1 10, a 

30 data slicer 120, a phase locked loop (PLL) 130, a tracking error detecting unit 140, a 
focusing error detecting unit 150, a multiplexer 160, an analog/digital converter (ADC) 
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170, an ERM & error correction code (ECC) decoder 180, and a servo processing unit 
190. 

References AO, BO, CO, and DO, which are shown in FIG. 1 , denote voltage 
signals determined by converting the current output from each of the four photodiodes 
A, B, C, and D into voltage signals. The RF summing & AGC 100 sums the four 
voltage signals AO, B0, CO, and DO and amplifies the sum of the four voltage signals to 
generate an analog RF signal. The analog RF signal is asymmetrically corrected by 
the RF equalizer 1 10 and the data slicer 120 and is converted into a square waveform 
signal consisting of logical 1's and/or 0's by comparing the signal with a predetermined 
reference voltage, thus restoring data. Also, the focusing error detecting unit 1 50 and 
the tracking error detecting unit 140 calculate a time difference and a phase difference 
between the voltage signals AO and CO and between the voltage signals B0 and DO and 
determined a focusing error (FE) and a tracking error (TE), respectively. 

However, as mentioned above, separate analog circuits such as the RF 
summing & AGC 100, the tracking error detecting unit 140, and the focusing error 
detecting unit 150 are used to obtain the RF signal, the focusing error (FE), and the 
tracking error (TE). Due to this use of separate analog circuits, a controlling method of 
the system can become complicated. Also, since the RF signal is an analog signal, 
the RF equalizer 1 10 and the data slicer 120, which are used for signal correction, are 
implemented by analog circuits. In the case of using analog circuits, errors can occur 
during data restoration due to deviations caused by analog elements. Thus, the 
reliability of the entire system deteriorates. Also, since many analog elements are 
used, it is difficult to implement an optical disc system with one chip. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
To solve the above problems, it is a first object of the present invention to 
provide an apparatus for generating a radio frequency (RF) signal and control signals in 
an optical disc system in which the RF signal and the control signals for servo control in 
an optical disc system are generated as digital signals, control can be easily performed, 
and simultaneously, reliability can be increased. 
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It is a second object of the present invention to provide a method for generating 
a radio frequency (RF) signal and control signals in an optical disc system in which the 
RF signal and the control signals for servo control in an optical disc system are 
generated as digital signals, control can be easily performed, and simultaneously, 
5 reliability can be increased. 

Accordingly, in accordance with the invention, there is provided an apparatus for 
generating a radio frequency (RF) signal and control signals in which the current output 
from each of a plurality of light receiving elements is converted into voltage signals and 
the RF signal and the control signals are generated in response to the voltage signals. 
10 The apparatus includes an input data processing unit for performing time-sharing 
H sampling on the voltage signals and converting the voltage signals into first digital 

0 signals in response to an analog/digital conversion clock signal having a predetermined 

1 period and a sequentially applied selection signal. A digital filter filters each of the first 
Ei digital signals to modify the shape of the waveforms of the first digital signals and 

yj outputs the modified waveforms as second digital signals. A servo signal generating 
unit corrects delay time of the second digital signals and generates the control signals 
ftj for servo control in response to the corrected second digital signals. A digital RF data 
"! generating unit corrects delay time of the second digital signals before summing the 
O corrected second digital signals to generate digital RF data. A reference comparator 
20 compares an average value of the digital RF data with the voltage level of the digital RF 
data in response to a predetermined demodulation clock signal and generates a 
non-return to zero (NRZ) signal in response to a compared result. 

In one embodiment, the apparatus of the invention also includes a phase-locked 
loop (PLL) for generating the analog/digital conversion clock signal having n-times the 
25 frequency of the frequency of a channel bit clock signal in response to the digital RF 
data. A timing generating unit divides the frequency of the analog/digital conversion 
clock signal n times to generate the demodulation clock signal and count the 
analog/digital conversion clock signal to generate a selection signal of the multiplexer. 
The timing generating unit can include a counter which is implemented by a modulo-N 
30 counter for generating the selection signal in response to a value to which the 

analog/digital conversion clock signal is counted and a frequency divider for dividing the 
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frequency of the analog/digital conversion clock signal n times to generate the 
demodulation clock signal. The counter can be implemented by a modulo-4 counter. 
The frequency divider can divide the frequency of the analog/digital conversion clock 
signal four times. 

5 In one embodiment, the input data processing unit includes a multiplexer for 

sequentially outputting the voltage signals in response to the selection signal. An 
analog/digital converter (ADC) performs time-sharing sampling output of the multiplexer 
in response to the analog/digital conversion clock signal and outputs the sampled 
signals as the digital signals. 

10 In one embodiment, the digital filter can include a plurality of finite impulse 

response (FIR) filters. 

Ci In accordance with the invention, there is also provided a method for generating 

I a radio frequency (RF) signal and control signals in which the current output from a 
|i plurality of light receiving elements is converted into voltage signals and the RF signal 
W and the control signals are generated in response to the voltage signals. The method 
O includes the steps of (a) performing time-sharing sampling on the voltage signals and 
|! generating first digital signals in response to an analog/digital conversion clock signal 
having a predetermined period and a sequentially applied selection signal, (b) filtering 
m each of the first digital signals to modify the shape of waveforms of the first digital 
20 signals and outputting the modified waveforms as second digital signals, (c) correcting 
delay time of the second digital signals and generating the control signals including a 
focusing error and a tracking error in response to the corrected second digital signals, 
and (d) correcting delay time of the second digital signals and generating the RF signal 
in response to the corrected second digital signals. 

25 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
The foregoing and other objects, features and advantages of the invention will 
be apparent from the more particular description of a preferred embodiment of the 
invention, as illustrated in the accompanying drawings in which like reference 
30 characters refer to the same parts throughout the different views. The drawings are not 
necessarily to scale, emphasis instead being placed upon illustrating the principles of 
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the invention. 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a conventional apparatus for generating a radio 
frequency (RF) signal and control signals in an optical disc system. 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an apparatus for generating a RF signal and control 
signals in an optical disc system according to an embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 3 illustrates the light receiving order of photodiodes according to the 
standard of an optical pickup and a progressive direction of the apparatus shown in FIG 
2. 

FIG. 4 is a detailed block diagram of a digital filter of the apparatus of FIG. 2. 
FIG. 5 is a circuit diagram of a servo signal generating unit of the apparatus of 

FIG. 2. 

FIG. 6 is a diagram of a digital RF data generating unit of the apparatus of FIG. 

2. 

FIG. 7 is a graph comparing RF data according to the present invention with 
conventional RF data. 

FIG. 8 is a circuit diagram of a phase locked loop (PLL) & timing generating unit 

of the apparatus of FIG. 2. 

FIG. 9 is a circuit diagram of a reference comparator of the apparatus of FIG. 2. 

FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating a method for generating a RF signal and control 
signals in an optical disc system according to the preferred embodiment of the present 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an apparatus for generating a RF signal and control 
signals in an optical disc system according to a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention. Referring to FIG. 2, the apparatus for generating a RF signal and control 
signals in an optical disc system includes a multiplexer 200, an analog/digital converter 
(ADC) 210, a digital filter 220, a servo signal generating unit 230, a servo processing 
unit 240, a phase locked loop (PLL) & timing generating unit 250, a digital RF data 
generating unit 260, a reference comparator 270, and an eight-to-fourteen modulation 
(EFM) & error correction code (ECC) decoder 280. 
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AO, BO, CO, and DO denote voltage signals determined by converting the current 
output from four light receiving elements, that is, four photodiodes, into voltage signals. 
Four light receiving elements are used in a preferred embodiment of FIG. 2, but six or 
more ight receiving elements may be used. 

The multiplexer 200 sequentially outputs the voltage signals AO, BO, CO, and DO 
in response to a selection signal SEL generated in the PLL & timing generating unit 250. 
Generation of the selection signal SEL will be described in detail below with reference 
to FIG. 8. 

The ADC 210 performs time-sampling on the voltage signals AO, BO, CO, and DO, 
which are sequentially input through the multiplexer 200, in response to an ADC clock 
signal ADC_CLK, converts the sampled results into digital signals, and outputs first 
digital signals A1 , B1 , C1 , and D1 . The multiplexer 200 and the ADC 21 0 may be 
merged into an input data processing unit. 

The digital filter 220 filters the first digital signals A1 , B1 , C1 , and D1 , which are 
input through the ADC 21 0, to modify the shape of the waveforms of the first digital 
signals A1 , B1 , C1 , and D1 and outputs the modified waveforms as second digital 
signals A2, B2, C2, and D2. 

The servo signal generating unit 230 inputs the second signals A2, B2, C2, and 
D2, which are filtered in the digital filter 220, to correct delay time and generates control 
signals, a focusing error (FE) and a tracking error (TE), for servo control in response to 
corrected second digital signals. Specifically, the focusing error (FE) and the tracking 
error (TE) are obtained by a time difference and a phase difference of the second 
digital signals A2, B2, C2, and D2. The tracking error (TE) and the focusing error (FE) 
are applied to the servo processing unit 240 and are used to control a tracking servo 
(not shown) and a focusing servo (not shown), respectively. 

The digital RF data generating unit 260 corrects for the delay time of the second 
digital signals A2, B2, C2, and D2, which are output from the digital filter 220, and then 
sums the corrected second digital signals A2, B2, C2, and D2, thereby generating 
together digital RF data DRF_DATA. That is, the time required for light from a light 
source to reach a pit in a disc is different. For example, light is detected first by 
photodiodes A and B among all of the photodiodes A, B, C, and D before it is detected 
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by photodiodes C and D. Thus, the servo signal generating unit 230 and the digital RF 
data generating unit 260 correct for the time difference and minimize errors occurring 
when the control signals TE and FE and the RF data are generated. 

The PLL of the PLL & timing generating unit 250 generates an ADC clock signal 
5 ADC_CLK having N-times the frequency of a channel bit clock signal, for example, 
four-times frequency, in response to the digital RF data DRF_DATA output from the 
digital RF data generating unit 260. The timing generating unit generates a 
demodulation clock signal DEM_CLK and the selection signal SEL of the multiplexer 
200 in response to the ADC clock signal ADC_CLK. The PLL & timing generating unit 
250 will be described in detail with reference to FIG. 8. 
H The reference comparator 270 inputs the digital RF data DRFJDATA in 

p response to the demodulation clock signal DEM_CLK, which is output from the PLL & 
~l timing generating unit 250, and generates a non-return-to-zero NRZ signal for 
P comparing the digital RF data DRF_DATA with a reference voltage, 
rj The EFM & ECC decoder 280 demodulates the NRZ signal, which is generated 

^ in the reference comparator 270, in response to the demodulation clock signal 
HI DEM_CLK and corrects for errors in the NRZ signal after demodulation. 

FIGS. 3(a) and 3(b) illustrate the light receiving order of photodiodes according 
53 to the standard of an optical pickup and a progressive direction of the apparatus shown 
% in FIG. 2. Reference numerals 30 and 32a through 32e denote the shape of a beam 
of light received from the four photodiodes A, B, C, and D, and pits in a disc, 
respectively. Also, D denotes the diameter of the beam (1 .6 pm), P_L denotes the 
length of the pit, PW denotes the thickness of the pit, and SJ_ denotes the distance 
between centers of two photodiodes A and D. T_R denotes the interval between 
25 tracks. If the length P_L of a pit is 3T, the length PJ_ of a pit for a compact disc (CD) 
is 0.8677 pm, and the length P_L of a pit for a digital versatile disc (DVD) is 0.4 pm. 
Also, the interval between tracks T_R for the CD is 1 .6 pm, and the interval between 
tracks T_R for the DVD is 0.74 pm. 

In other words, in FIGS. 3(a) and 3(b), the distance SJl between centers of two 
30 photodiodes A and D light S_L when the optical pickup is moving in the progressive 
direction can be indicated by about 1T+a. Here, a denotes the time difference, for 
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example, 3T/4, for sampling AO and DO in the ADC 210. As mentioned above, when 
the optical pickup is moved, light is first detected by photodiodes A and B. Then after 
a predetermined time, light is detected by photodiodes C and D. The more light there 
is reflected from the surface of the disc, the more current is allowed to flow. Each of 
5 the digital signals output from the ADC 210 can be expressed as A1(n), B1(n), C1(n), 
D1 (n), A1 (n+1 ), B1 (n+1 ), C1 (n+1 ), D1 (n+1 ),..., etc. according to a time difference. 
Thus, data output from the ADC 210 have continuity for each of four samples. 

FIG. 4 is a detailed block diagram of a digital filter 220 of the apparatus of FIG. 2. 
Referring to FIG. 4, the digital filter 220 includes four finite impulse response (FIR) 
10 filters 40, 42, 44, and 46. 

u Each of the FIR filters 40, 42, 44, and 46 filter first digital signals A1, B1, C1, and 

y D1 to modify the shape of waveforms of the digital signals more precisely and outputs 
SI the results as second digital signals A2, B2, C2, and D2. The FIR filters are designed 
fi by approximating the frequency response of a discrete time system. 
fi FIG. 5 is a circuit diagram of a servo signal generating unit 230 of the apparatus 

s of FIG. 2. Referring to FIG. 5, the servo signal generating unit 230 includes first and 
n] second delaying units 510 and 520, adders 530 and 540, a phase discriminator 550, 
f« s and a subtracter 560. 

O The first delaying unit 510 receives the second digital signal A2, delays the 

% second digital signal A2 by a predetermined time, preferably, a channel bit clock period 
1T, and outputs a delayed signal A2D. A channel bit clock signal for a CD has a 
frequency of 4.3218 MHz, and the channel bit clock signal for a DVD has the frequency 
of 26.16 MHz. The second delaying unit 520 receives the second digital signal B2, 
delays the second digital signal B2 by the predetermined time 1T and outputs a delayed 

25 signal B2D. The adder 530 adds the delayed digital signal A2D to the second digital 
signal C2 and outputs the result. The adder 540 adds the delayed digital signal B2D 
to the second digital signal D2 and outputs the result. 

The phase discriminator 550 determines a phase difference of results output 
from the adders 530 and 540 and generates a tracking error (TE) for controlling a 

30 tracking servo (not shown). The subtracter 560 subtracts the result output from the 
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adder 540 from the result output from the adder 530, thereby generating a focusing 
error (FE) for controlling a focusing servo (not shown). 

Since the second digital signals A2, B2, C2, and D2 have continuity for each of 
four samples, the servo signal generating unit 230 arranges a continuous sample for 
5 each of the four samples such as A2(n), A2(n+1 ),..., B2(n), B2(n+1 ),..., C2(n), 
C2(n+1), . . . , D2(n), D2(n+1), . . . , thereby generating the tracking error (TE) and the 
focusing error (FE). Here, n+1 denotes delayed data and has the same meaning as 
delayed signals A2D and B2D of FIG. 5. 

FIG. 6 is a diagram of a digital RF data generating unit 260 of the apparatus of 
10 FIG. 2. Referring to FIG. 6, the digital RF data generating unit 260 includes first and 
H second delaying units 62 and 64 and an adder 66. 

Fj The first and second delaying units 62 and 64 receive second digital signals A2 

}Sj and B2, delay the second digital signals A2 and B2 by 1T, and output delayed signals 

O A2D and B2D. The adder 66 adds delayed signals A2D and B2D to second digital 

tti 

j| signals C2 and D2 and outputs the result as the digital RF data DRFDATA. 
Jl The delayed signals A2D and B2D delayed by 1T, are added to the second 

ill digital signals C2 and D2, thereby obtaining more precise digital RF data DRF_DATA. 
p FIG. 7 is a diagram for comparing RF data according to the present invention 

bl with conventional RF data. Reference numerals 72 and 74 denote conventional RF 
20 data generated in a conventional apparatus of FIG. 1 and RF data generated in an 

apparatus according to the present invention, respectively. 

Referring to FIG. 7, the conventional RF data 72 indicate results as 

A(n)+B(n)+C(n)+D(n), and the RF data 74 generated in the apparatus according to the 

present invention indicate results as A2(n+1 )+B2(n+1 )+C2(n+1 )+D2(n+1 ). As shown 
25 in FIG. 7, the voltage levels for the RF data 74 is higher than for the RF data 72, and 

thus the ratio of signal-to-noise (S/N) is increased. 

FIG. 8 is a circuit diagram of a phase locked loop (PLL) & timing generating unit 

250 of the apparatus of FIG. 2. Referring to FIG. 8, the PLL & timing generating unit 

250 includes a counter 82, a phase locked loop (PLL) 84, and a frequency divider 86. 
30 The PLL 84 receives the digital RF data DRF DATA, generates a channel bit 

clock signal synchronized with the digital RF data DRF_DATA, and generates an ADC 
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clock signal ADCCLK having n-times the frequency, for example, four-times the 
frequency, of the channel bit clock signal. The ADC clock signal ADC_CLK is input 
into the ADC 210 and is used as a sampling clock signal. 

The counter 82 counts the ADC clock signal ADC_CLK generated in the PLL 84 
5 and applies the result as the selection signal SEL of the multiplexer 200. The counter 
82 may be implemented by a modulo-N counter for performing N (for example, 4) 
operations. Output from the counter 82 indicates 0,1,2,3 repeatedly. 
Also, the frequency divider 86 divides the frequency of the ADC clock signal ADC CLK 
output from the PLL 84 at a predetermined rate and applies a divided frequency signal 
10 as a demodulation clock signal DEM_CLK to the EFM & ECC decoder 280. Preferably, 
iu the frequency divider 86 divides the frequency by 4 for the ADC clock signal ADC_CLK 

O output from the PLL 84. 

O 

m FIG. 9 is a circuit diagram of a reference comparator of the apparatus of FIG. 2. 

D _ 

g Referring to FIG. 9, the reference comparator 270 includes an average value 
If generating unit 92, a comparator 94, and a data decision unit 96. 
= The average value generating unit 92 inputs the digital RF data DRF_DATA, 

^ obtains an average value, and sets the average value to a reference voltage. 
m The comparator 94 compares the reference voltage obtained in the average 

q value generating unit 92 with a voltage level of the digital RF data DRF_DATA and 
M outputs the result. The comparator 94 outputs a signal at a high level, that is, at "1 ", 
when the voltage level of the digital RF data DRF_DATA is larger than that of the 
reference voltage, and outputs a signal at a low level, that is, at "0", when the voltage 
level of the digital RF data DRF_DATA is smaller than that of the reference voltage. 
The data decision unit 96 decides whether the period of an output signal of the 
25 comparator 94 exists within a predetermined range and outputs a non-return to zero 
(NRZ) signal in response to the decided result. The data decision unit 96 has error 
correction capability for correcting errors occurring due to data output from the 
comparator 94 at a high level or low level. Specifically, the period of the output signal 
of the comparator 94 may be outside a predetermined rang, that is, less than 3T. In 
30 this case, the data decision unit 96 adjusts the period of the output signal of the 

comparator 94 into a signal with period greater than 3T and outputs the signal. This is 
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possible using not a conventional analog circuit but a digital circuit. Also, the data 
decision unit 96 may further include a Viterbi decoder (not shown) to perform error 
correction. As a result, a signal in which data are corrected by comparing the 
reference voltage obtained by the average value of the digital RF data DRF DATA with 
5 the voltage level of digital RF data DRF_DATA is an NRZ signal. 

FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating a method for generating a RF signal and control 
signals in an optical disc system according to the preferred embodiment of the present 
invention. The method for generating a RF signal and control signals in an optical disc 
system will be described in detail with reference to FIGs. 2 and 10. 
10 First, current output from each of the photodiodes A, B, C, and D is converted 

u into voltage signals, and converted voltage signals AO, BO, CO, and DO are output in 
Cj step 900. Here, voltage signals AO, B0, CO, and DO are time-sharing sampled in the 
Hi multiplexer 200 and the ADC 210 of FIG. 2 in response to the selection signal SEL and 
g are output as first digital signals A1 , B1 , C1 , and D1 in response to the ADC clock 
If signal ADC_CLK in step 910. The first digital signals A1, B1, C1, and D1 are filtered in 

Li; 

the digital filter 220 of FIG. 2, thereby generating second digital signals A2, B2, C2, and 
g D2 in step 920. Here, the step of obtaining the focusing error (FE) and the tracking 
[U error (TE) by the second digital signals in step 940, and the step of obtaining the digital 
P RF data DRF_DATA and the NRZ signal in step 930 are performed. In FIG. 10, steps 
i5 930 and 940 are simultaneously performed. 

Step 930 will be described in detail as follows. The second digital signals A2 
and B2 are delayed by 1T in the digital RF data generating unit 260 and are generated 
as delayed signals A2D and B2D in step 932, and the digital signals A2D and B2D are 
added to the second digital signals C2 and D2 (A2D+B2D+C2+D2), thereby generating 
25 the digital RF data DRF_DATA in step 934. The digital RF data DRF_DATA generated 
in step 934 are input into the reference comparator 270. Thus, the reference 
comparator 270 compares the average value (reference voltage) of the digital RF data 
DRF_DATA with the voltage level of digital RF data DRF_DATA and generates the NRZ 
signal in step 936. The generated NRZ signal is input into the EFM & ECC decoder 
30 2 80. Here, EFM demodulation and error correction coding are performed, thereby 
restoring data. 
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Meanwhile, the second digital signals A2 and B2 generated in step 920 are 
delayed by 1T in the servo signal generating unit 230 and are generated as delayed 
signals A2D and B2D in step 942. The servo signal generating unit 230 calculates the 
time difference between (A2D+C2) and (B2D+D2) to generate the focusing error (FE) 
and determines a phase difference between (A2D+C2) and (B2D+D2) to generate the 
tracking error (TE) in step 944. The focusing error (FE) and the tracking error (TE) 
generated in step 944 are applied to the servo processing unit 240 and are used to 
control a focusing servo (not shown) and a tracking servo (not shown), respectively. 

As described above, precise signals can be generated by using digital circuits 
instead of analog circuits to generate a RF signal and control signals, and errors can be 
minimized when the control signals are generated. 

According to the present invention, the RF signal and the control signals, which 
are conventionally generated by separate analog circuits, can be generated by digital 
circuits, thereby making a system on one chip. Also, since the signals are generated 
by a digital method, errors occurring due to deviation of analog elements can be 
minimized. Also, the amount of current flowing into the light receiving elements is fixed 
by each of the digital filters, thereby modifying the shape of waveforms of the digital 
signals, and time delay occurring when the RF signal and the control signals are 
generated is corrected, thereby generating precise signals. 

While this invention has been particularly shown and described with reference to 
preferred embodiments thereof, it will be understood by those skilled in the art that 
various changes in form and details may be made therein without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the appended claims. 
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